OVERVIEW OF THE HISTORY AND CONTROLLING AUTHORITY REGARDING THE WOOD
AVENUE ORNAMENTAL LIGHT DISTRICT
HISTORY
Neighbors on Wood Avenue have a history of beautifying their neighborhood. Property owners on the 1100, 1200
and 1300 blocks of Wood Avenue (one block south of Uintah to Columbia St.) took steps in 1930 that have left an indelible
mark on their street. The residents of those blocks came together and formed a special improvement district to create the
medians that we all enjoy today.
Gravel in the new center parking was removed and
replaced with soil for plantings. Work began on the project in
February 1930 and was completed on March 14 of the same
year with plans to plant small trees shrubs and grass in the
spring. At the same time, they were also circulating petitions
to create “The Wood Avenue Ornamental Light District”
(District). City Council approved the District in the spring of
1930. The property owners were assessed the cost of the
lights. The City purchased the materials and installed the
lights and assumed the electrical service and maintenance.
“Wood avenue property owners in these three
blocks from San Rafael to Columbia streets are circulating
petitions asking for an ornamental light district, which would
be an extension of the district planned for the new center
parking areas. Costs of the project, estimated at $2,574,
would be carried by the abutting property owners.
Installation of 18-foot standards with 400-candlepower lights is porposed [sic].” (Gazette Telegraph, 2-18-1930)
Earl L. Mosley, city manager, met a delegation of property owners from the 1100, 1200 and 1300 blocks on Wood
avenue and discussed with them plans and costs of new ornamental lights for those blocks which have received new center
parkings. Costs of the standards would be paid by the property owners, but maintenance would then be up to the city.

On June 24, 1930, the City Engineer submitted a map and estimates for the Ornamental lights
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After submission of a map and estimates for the Ornamental lights, City Council on July 8, 1930, authorized the creation of
the Wood Avenue Light District.
On July 8, 1930, the Council considered the request for the creation of the Wood Avenue Ornamental Lighting
District, and on August 12, 1930, said District was created. (copy of ordinance #1376 attached.

On August 12, 1930, City Council passed “A ordinance Creating the Wood Avenue Ornamental Light District, describing the
Real estate to be assessed for payment of part of the Costs of such improvements, and Providing the manner of assessing
and paying the costs. (a copy of Ordinance #1376 is attached).

Ordinance #1376 authorized installation of Ornamental Light Posts at the ends of center parking on Wood Avenue between
Columbia Street and the Colorado College grounds. The City was to purchase the materials and construct the lights, the cost
was not to exceed $2560, and the cost was to be paid proportionately by the owners of the real estate on the respective
blocks on Wood Avenue. Work began in September and was completed before November 13, 1930, Ordinance #1383
(attached) was passed assessing the cost of improvements in the Wood Avenue Ornamental Lighting District, and the
specific property was identified and assessed. Installation of the lights occurred by October 28,1930.
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Several of the provisions of Ordinance #1376 are pertinent. In establishing the Wood Avenue Ornamental Lighting
District, the real estate included within the district is all of the lots and tracts of land in the City of Colorado Springs abutting
on Wood Avenue between Columbia Street and the South line of Blocks C and F in the Mayfair Addition to the City of
Colorado Springs.” [Section 1]
“The following improvements were authorized and directed: “The installation of Ornamental Light Posts in the ends
of the center parking on Wood Avenue between Columbia Street and the Colorado College grounds, together with all
necessary wiring . . . all as more fully designated and shown on the maps and plans in the specifications and details of the
City Engineer for the construction of said improvements.” [Section 2]
The total cost of the improvements shall not exceed $2560 . . . .that the total cost of said improvements shall be paid for
proportionately in accordance of the improvements made by the owners of the real estate . . .and that the cost of said
improvements to be assessed against said lots and parcels of real estate within said District are estimated be and shall be
required to pay the actual cost of said construction . . . .” (Emphasis added).”
On November 13, 1930, pursuant to Ordinance #1383, the following properties were assessed the cost of
improvements in the Wood Avenue Ornamental Lighting District, and paid by the owners thereof:
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By October 28, 1930, all of the work on the Wood Avenue Ornamental Light District was completed and property
owners were assessed on November 12, 1930.

The City has continued to pay all maintenance and electrical service on the lights through November 2021. Shedding
away the legalistic processes, the Ornamental Lights on Wood Avenue were bought and paid for by Wood Avenue residents.
On October 14, 2021, City Utilities removed these lights without notice to any stakeholder.

WHO CONTROLS THE MEDIANS AND THE LIGHTS?
1. “The City of Colorado Springs is the owner and steward of numerous historic properties
and acknowledges its responsibility for the thoughtful management and preservation of
the significant resources among them”. HistoricCOS, Preserving the Character of the
Community, Section 2.6: Protecting City Owned Properties.
In December 2019, the City of Colorado Springs adopted the HistoricCOS Preservation Plan celebrating “the
legacies of our founders and those that have followed”. The Plan emphasized the need to “integrate historic preservation
throughout all departments and into the City’s governance culture.
Section 2.6: Protecting City Owned Properties
The City of Colorado Springs is the owner and steward of numerous historic properties and acknowledges its
responsibility for the thoughtful management and preservation of the significant resources among them. . ..
The City should continue to set the highest standard by documenting and evaluating publicly- held resources
and ensuring that the most significant of these are designated and receive some degree of protection. This
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would help to integrate historic preservation throughout all departments and into the City’s governance
culture.
City government should nominate City-owned properties which have been identified as exhibiting historic
and/or architectural significance for historic preservation overlay zone designation and, if determined eligible,
to the State or National Register of Historic Places.”
The City should establish a management plan for each significant City-owned resource to ensure appropriate
uses and to identify maintenance and preservation needs. The City should work to provide adequate funding
for maintenance, rehabilitation and restoration efforts.

2. The Wood Avenue Ornamental lights are within the Old north End Historic District and
unauthorized removal of these lights contravenes its provisions.
The Historic Places Inventory makes specific reference to the nature of the median and the ornamental lights
contained thereon, noting the nature of the medians and ornamental lights as a distinguishing characteristic of
the District.
Section 7, DESCRIPTION”, “General Characteristics” of the original (1980 and resubmission 1982) contains the
following language: “A few period lamp standards remain on Cascade and Wood Avenues; modern streetlights have been
installed on Nevada Avenue and Tejon Street.”

Nomination Form submitted February 28, 1980

A picture of one of the ornamental lights on Wood Avenue is contained in the Nomination form:
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In addition, heavy reliance on the existence of medians in the North End as distinguishing features of the District
supports the conclusion that the medians (and therefore their attributes) are included in the protections afforded by the
Historic Preservation District. The Nomination Forms (1980 & 1982) place special emphasis on the existence of medians as a
significant feature of the characteristics of the District:
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The absence of medians on Weber Street is actually used as a distinguishing feature to exclude property on Weber:
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3. The medians and Ornamental Lights in the Wood Avenue Ornamental Light District are
under the authority of the Parks, Recreation, and Cultural Resources Department. City
Utilities failed to notify, consult with, or obtain approval for removal of the Ornamental
Lights.
The definition of “Park Land” specifically includes medians. The definition of “Park Property” explicitly includes “any real
or personal property, or improvements relating to parks. Park Property shall include . . . all historical [and] cultural
resources.
Chapter 4 Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services of the Colorado Springs City Code sets for the Park Land and Park
Property over which the department has authority.
The definition of “Park; Park Land” (Section 4.1.101 contains the following:
Those areas, structures or facilities which are parks, parkways, medians and recreation facilities owned or
managed by agreement by the City . . .. (emphasis added)
The definition of “Park Property” includes the following:
Any real or personal property, or improvements of or relating to parks, open space, trails or park facilities
belonging to the City. Park property shall include all trees, plants, shrubs and vegetation, all natural terrain
formations, all historical, cultural, archaeological and paleontological resources, all rocks, stones and
boulders, and all improvements to the park areas such as tables, benches, railings, fences signs, fountains,
canopies, pavilions, roads, sidewalks, fireplaces, building, bridges, bleachers and equipped play areas.
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The ornamental streetlights fall easily within these definitional terms. The medians are explicitly included in the definition of
“Park Land.” The streetlamps are “personal property,” “improvements”, and “historical” and “cultural” “resources”.
Moreover, “improvements to the park areas” include, but are not limited to tables, benches, fences signs, fountains,
sidewalks, and fireplaces. Within such improvements must be included streetlights.
Prior to removing the lights in the medians of 1200 and 1300 Wood Avenue the City Utilities was required to consult
with the department having authority over the lights. It did not.

Next Steps
ONEN and the North End Lamplighters are in discussion with the City of Colorado Springs and the Colorado Springs
Utilities Department to refurbish the removed lampposts and have them returned to their historic locations. The improper
removal of the lampposts does provide the opportunity to repaint the lampposts, install appropriate light bulbs, and
repair/replace any defective parts at ONEN’s expense.
A broader vision is to begin the process of replacing streetlights throughout the North End with historically
appropriate lanterns and bulbs.
In order to achieve our goals, it is necessary to seek donations and apply for grants to fund the project. Although
grants may be available to assist us, most grants require the applicants to have put “skin in the game” by raising funds to
contribute to the effort. You may use the “Donate” button on the Lamplighter web site or click here.
Additionally, neighborhood meetings will be scheduled in the coming weeks to allow residents of the North End to
receive updates and ask questions. Those dates will be published by email and on the Lamplighter web site. For further
information you may also email Lamplighters here.
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